
HOUSE     SB 2601 (2nd reading) 

RESEARCH         Hinojosa 

ORGANIZATION bill digest 5/18/2023   (Canales) 

 

 

SUBJECT: Authorizing payment of costs for certain utility facility relocation 

 

COMMITTEE: Transportation — favorable, without amendment 

 

VOTE: 11 ayes — Canales, Raney, Ashby, Davis, Gámez, Caroline Harris, 

Landgraf, Lozano, Lujan, Patterson, Romero 

 

0 nays  

 

2 absent — Ordaz, Perez 

 

SENATE VOTE: On final passage (May 3) — 30 - 1 

 

WITNESSES: None (considered in a formal meeting on May 11) 

 

BACKGROUND: Transportation Code sec. 203.092(a-4) requires a utility to make a 

relocation of a utility facility required by improvement of the state 

highway system at the expense of the state under certain conditions, 

including if the utility is a political subdivision or is owned or operated by 

a political subdivision.  

 

Some have suggested that certain water supply or sewer service 

corporations (WSCs) should be eligible for financial relocation assistance 

to help address the increased financial pressure that urban growth has 

placed on WSC infrastructure relocation. 

 

DIGEST: SB 2601 would add water supply or sewer service corporations (WSCs) 

that were organized and operated according to applicable Water Code 

provisions to the utilities that were eligible under Transportation Code 

sec. 203.092(a-4) for a utility facility relocation that was required to 

improve the state highway system to be made at the expense of the state, 

subject to certain conditions under current statute. 

 

The bill would take immediate effect if finally passed by a two-thirds 

record vote of the membership of each house. Otherwise, it would take 

effect September 1, 2023. 
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